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What is the Occupational Outlook Handbook?

The Occupational Outlook Handbook is source of career information that is
updated yearly by the federal government. Produced yearly by the US Bureau of
Labor, the OOH describes what workers do on the job, working conditions, the
training and education needed, earnings, and expected job prospects for many

occupations.

The main page for the handbook can be found here:

—.  U.S. Department of

@ Labor
. Bureau of Labor Statistics
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Edition

You have three ways o find career informakion
by aocupation on Lhis aits:

= To find out about a specific occupation, click on
the *0OOH SearchfaA-£ Index® link located in
the: upper right corner of the pacge and Lhen
enter te occupation's name in the "Seanch
(¥OH" box. Search tips.

= T find out about mu'tpie cooupations, browss through lstings
using the cocupabional cluster links to the right,

= For a listing of af cccupation= in alphabetical erder, dlick on the
*0H Search/a-F Index® link and select o letier

The Oocupativnal Oublook Handbook s a nationally recognised
eoirce of caress information, designed o provide valuakbibe
aeslatmnoe o individuals making declsions abowt thedr future work
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The OOH is best used as a reference; it's too huge to read from A to Z.

Because each occupational description in the OOH follows a standard format, it's
easy to compare occupations. This resource can help you make informed career
decisions.
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Using the OOH Search Function in the upper right corner of the page, you can
search for jobs related to your interests.

It is important to realize that information in the OOH is organized by job title,
not by major. However, usually if you put in a broad keyword (“math” or
"biology,” for example) you can find a variety of potential career options.

44 Documents Matched Your Query on
"biology"

Result Page: 1 2 3
Biological and Medical Scientists
Biomedical Engineers
Environmental Engineers
Dietitians and Nutritionists
Physical Therapists
Animal Care and Service Workers
Agricultural and Food Scientists
Veterinarians
4. Statisticians
10. Clinical Laboratory Technologists and Technicians
11. Dental Assistants
12. Occupational Therapist Assistants and Aides
13. Physical Therapist Assistants and Aides
14 Dental Hygienists

15 Medical Records and Health Information
"Technicians

16. Surgical Technologists

17. Farmers, Ranchers, and Agricultural Managers
18. Medical Assistants

19. Environmental Scientists and Geoscientists

Lt G R L R

20. Dentists
Result Page: 1 2 3
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Suppose you are considering biology as a major—a search on “biology”
will turn up “Science Technicians” as one type of potential employment.

Each entry in the OOH has eight sections. (These sections are explained in
detail at http://www.bls.gov/oco/0c02001.htm.)

Science Technicians

N — P— - The eight
aiura of the Wark | Warking Condibicns mploymeni ;
el .l- 1 . ark | _|Ir|_¢ .I.I.I |. | E .._r 2T | sections
raning, Oher Qualifications, and Advancemeant | Jab .
Outiook | Earnings | Related Occupations | Scurces of of th? job
Addiional Infommabion heading.

Mature of the Wark

Solenca lechnicians wss the prnciples and thadnes of
colence and mathemabics o soke problems in research and
development and 1o falp irsent snd iImprove prodects and
processes. However, thair jobs are more pracbcally oniented
than those of scienfists. Technicians sef up, operate, and
mairtan laboratory instrumeants, monilor espenments, maks
observabons, caloulate and recond recults, and often devalop
COmClLsons TI'I'E':-.r must keap dataliled 10gs of all [heir wiork.
ralaied achivities. Those whio wark in production monitor
manufacturing processas and may be involved in ansuring
quadily by tasting products for proper proporticns ol
ingredients, punty, ar foe strangth and durabaiby

Lg laboratory instrumentation and proceduras heve Decome
more complax in racent years, the role of scienca

“Nature of the work” and “Working conditions” describe what sorts of duties
people in these jobs usually have, typical hours worked, and the workplace
environment.

“Training” describes what education and practical experience, if any, you need
to enter this profession, including the training preferred by employers, the typical
length of training, and advancement possibilities.

“Related occupations” links to additional job descriptions in the OOH that you
might find of interest.

“Employment” and Job Outlook” describe the numbers of people currently
employed, and factors that may result in growth or decline in the number of jobs
of this type in the near future.


http://www.bls.gov/oco/oco2001.htm
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“Earnings” shows you the typical range of salary for a particular job
category.

Earnings

Median hourly eamings of sciancea fachnicians in 2000 were

as follows An example of
earnings data.

MNuclear technicians £20.44 Note that typical
Forensic science technicians 18.04 starting salary
Gealogical and petraleum technicians 17.55 information is
Chemical technicians 17.05 given!
Ervironmental science and protection 1696
technicians, including health
Eiclagical technicians 19.16
Forest and conservalon techricians 14 .22
Agricultural and food sciance 13.02

techrcians

In e Federal overnment 1n 2007, sclence techncans
started at $17 483, $19.453, or £22 251, depending on
education and n:!xpcrin"“n Beag nning salaries m:rn: :.Ii""j~

local p Ieﬁ, wias higher The n-':-';r'.aqe aninia q.alar"g,.' foar
I:III:I|I:IEII“" science technicians in nonsuperdsory
supErasary, and managenal posibons empicyed by the
Federal Gnuﬁrnrr”' n 2001 was $32. 753 for phwsica
science echnicians, $42 B57; for geodetic technicians,
$53,143; tor hydrologic techmcians, $38.518; and for
metecrologic technicians, 248 620

The last section of the listing has links to professional or trade
organizations that can provide additional career information.

Happy Surfing!



