
 

GRE – Graduate Record Examination 
General Test 

This guide is intended to summarize key information about the test.  Students MUST 
consult the website provided for more detailed instructions and information. 

 
Section Questions # Minutes Score Topics 

Covered 
Verbal 
Reasoning 

30 30 200-800 See website 

Quantitative 
Reasoning 

28 45 200-800 Arithmetic, 
algebra, 
geometry, & 
data analysis 

Analytical 
Reasoning 

2 essays: 
1 Issue Task 
1 Argument 
Task 

 
45 
30 

0-6 See website 

 
• General Test is required by many graduate programs, including physical therapy 

and physician assistant, as well as veterinary medical schools. 
• Computerized exam offered year-round.  Paper versions are available in areas of 

the world where computer based testing is not available.   
• $140 fee which covers the cost of sending scores to 4 graduate programs, 

additional fee for score reports beyond the 4. 
• Mean test scores are 462 Verbal, 584 Quantitative, 4 Analytical Writing  
• See www.ets.org/gre for more detailed information.  Practice tests are also 

available at this site. 
 
MSU Test Prep Consortium 
Mission: The MSU Test Prep Consortium is a collaboration of on-campus units 

offering resources free of charge to MSU students preparing for national 
standardized exams (such as graduate and professional school entrance 
exams). 

 
Participants: Testing Office 

LRC – Learning Resource Center 
Writing Center 
Main Library 
ELC – English Language Center 
RCPD – Resource Center for Persons with Disabilities 
Career Services and Placement 
Academic Advisors 

 
Website: www.testprep.msu.edu       HL 10/08  
 


